THE   PALMS OF   BRITISH  ItfDlA AND  CEYLON
near the margins, somewhat  convex, deeply   grooved  along the
centre; the apices triangular, bluntish or subacute; the margins
very narrowly discoloured or scarious and finely erosely toothed.
habitat.—In the entire group of the Moluccas, and in Borneo,
Sumatra, Java, Philippines, Malay Peninsula, chiefly cultivated.
illustration.—We  have  to   thank   Mrs. Burkill  for   kindly-
taking tiie photograph (reproduced on PL XLVIII) in the Botanic
Garden of Singapore.
2, Meti»oxylon rumphii Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm. Ill, 214 (2nd ed.)f
and 313, t. 102, 159; Miq. Fl. Ind. Bat. 140; Becc. in Nuovo Giorn.
bot. I till. Ill, 30; Malesia I, 91; Asiatic Palms, Lepidoc. part III,
in Ann. Roy. Bot. Gard. Calc. 1916, 169; Hook. f. FL Brit. Ind. VI, 481.—
$agus rutnph'ii WilliL Sp. PL IV, 404.—S. genuina Rumph. Herb. AmK
I, 75, t. 17,IK <excl.Sagou duri rottang); Bl. Ruiuphia II, 150. S.spihosus
(I^apia tuni or genuine Sago tree of Bumphius) Roxb. Fl. Ind. Ill, <>2t>
excl. *yn.
names.— Rumph's Sago-Palm;  Sagu   (Malay).     See   also   the
names mentioned under foregoing species.
description.—Stem 25-30 feet high, soboliferoug. Leaves
20 feet long and—more; leaflets linear-lanceolate, acuminate,
2-4 feet long, 1-several inches broad, on the edges and central
nerve setose; sheath coriaceous, 3 feet long, petiole densely covered
with spines which are -J-l^- inch long. Spadix 12-15 feet long,
the secondary branches 12-18 inches long; spathes of the first
and second order coriaceous tubular, obliquelv truncate, armed
with compressed, blackish spines* The catkin-like spikes cylindric,
2-J inches long, of the size of the little finger, densely compact
with bracts and bracteoles; bracts suborbicular or transversely
elliptic, 1-J- line long, coriaceous-membranous; bracteoles 1 line
long, campaiiulate, compressed. Calyx eampanulate, trifid,-
sepals ovate, acute, longitudinally nervose, corolla trif'd below
che middle; petals oblong-ovate. Male flowers (fig. 32): Stamens
6f as long as the corolla; filaments united into a subcylindric
tube, attached to the base of the corolla, subulate; anthers linear
dorsifixed; pistillode slightly shorter than the corolla; styles
and stigmas 3. Female flowers (fig. 32): Staiuinodes forming a
membranous, 6-fid urceolus, united with the corolla. Berry
depressed-globose, 14- inch in diameter, crowned with the style,
with imbricate scales. Scales rhomboid, convex, with a median
vertical furrow, the edges ciliate. Flesh spongy, dry. Seed
globose,

